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Source: courtesy of Green Info Network 

Figure 5.1 Cache Creek Watershed
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within the watershed, illustrates why the Garden concept (and all that resulted) 
was able to find a home at the CCNP. 

The Cache Creek watershed drains 420 square miles (1088 square kilometres) 
of the Coast Range as it winds eastward along a 100 mile (161km) course through 
California's Lake and Colusa counties, then southeast through the Capay Valley 
before its confluence with the Sacramento River. The creek is recognized on the 
National Register of Historic Places for its cultural richness and importance. 
Historically, several different groups of indigenous tribal peoples made the Cache 
Creek watershed their home, including Miwok, Patwin, Pomo, Wappo and Win tun 
peoples. Native Americans had a significant presence in the Cache Creek watershed 
before and during initial European settlement. Although traces of native village 
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to refine design ideas for the Garden. She encouraged a visit to the local tribe to 
introduce the project idea as this was an important first step in terms of traditional 
protocol and respect. An initial meeting between Brawley, Rumsey Band ofWintun 
tribal chairwoman Paula Lorenzo and three women weavers from the region set the 
stage for a project visioning process, which began in 2000. These women greeted 
the garden concept with a mixture of hesitancy and support. An elder Win tun 
master weaver offered excellent ideas about the garden design. For example, she 
wanted to see a shade structure built so weavers could retreat out of the sun when 
processing materials. She also suggested implementation of a special garden for 
children. She felt that children should develop respect and knowledge about the 
environment before moving on to weaving. Such ideas helped to complete the 
conceptualization of the garden and increase its cultural utility. 

Wallace's experience and optimism continued to motivate Brawley and together 
they formulated a guest list of native weavers and cultural teachers for an open 
house/community forum to discuss the Garden project. Most of the people who 
came to the forum had positive experiences in working with each other on other 
projects. New suggestions for the Garden were offered quickly, such as the addition 
of a fire pit and curriculum for educating visitors. The note takers at the forum were 
hard pressed to keep track of all the ideas. Attendees added their choices to an ever 
expanding wish list of plants that was passed from person to person. They debated 
about the feasibility and desirability of additional project elements such as a living 
willow fence to distinguish between separate gathering areas for youth and adults. 
At the end of this forum, a list of ten priorities, ranging from the implementation 
of the garden, management of the garden, outreach curriculum, docent training 
and internships, was adopted for the project. As a group, the guests quickly asserted 
themselves as designers, planners and policy-malcers for the venture and became a 
governing body now known as the Tending and Gathering Garden (TGG) Steering 
Committee (the Committee). No one at the CCNP anticipated this high degree 
of participation from these Native cultural practitioners. Clear, forthright, highly 
welcoming and inclusive communication was the bridge necessary to engage a 
community traditionally absent from academic discourse. 

The Rumsey Community Fund (the philanthropic arm of the Rumsey Band 
of Wintun Indians) and the Teichert Foundation, a local gravel industry non­
profit organization, donated money to implement the Garden. Some of these 
initial funds supported the open house/community visioning forum that allowed 
the Conservancy staff, weavers and cultural practitioners to discuss the project 
together. Currently, the Rumsey Community Fund has funded the majority of the 
Garden's implementation, as well as a project coordinator position. Brawley was 
asked by the Committee to be the coordinator until the project implementation 
was complete. 


























